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The aim of the Paper is to explore the indigenous Tuareg tribe of the Saharan desert with

reference to the twentieth century philosophy,

Existentialism. The philosophy highlights the

individual existence, choice and freedom. The novel, The Puppet, an enthralling story of bloody

betrayal and revenge inspired by gold lust is analyzed in the aspect of searching for one’s true

self. The paper deals with a nomad’s purpose of life, the tribe’s attitude towards

commercialization and how they turned their back towards nomadic life, which made them to go

to the extent of murdering. The Tuaregs who are known for freedom with a traditional past are

slowly losing their culture due to commerce. The paper stresses the fact that the present

condition is due to their incorrect choices or preferences of the tribe and not destiny.

Key Words: Tuaregs, indigenous, existentialism, freedom, traditional past, culture.
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keep searching for their paradise through nomadism but in the desert trilogy of thrahim al-Kom,
The New Waw Saharan Oasis, The Puppet and The Scarcerow, the wearch s based on
materinlism and corruption. The indigenous people of the “Tuareg, tribe nre manipulated by the
conspirators that they could find their true self in the materinlg like gold and commerce which

once they rejected and considered a sin, This act took the tribe to ndversity,

Existentinlism originated in the nincteenth century by the famous philosophers Soren
Kicrkegaard and Fricdrich Nictzehe but ncither of them used the term in their work. In the
twenticth century, the legendary French existentialists such as Jean Paul Sartre, Albert Camus
and Simon de Beauvoir popularized the cxistential themes such as freccdom, commitment,
boredom, alicnation, absurdity, drcad, and nothingness through their scholarly and fictional
works. But Jean Paul Sartre is considered to be the first existentialist. Jean Paul Sartre says that

man is nothing elsc but what he makes of himself which is the first principle of Existentialism.,

The prominent philosophers Plato and Aristotle said "everything has essence.” Jean Paul
Sartre said "existence precedes essence". Essence is "a certain set of core properties that are
necessary, or essential for a thing to be what it is" (Existentialism). For cxample, the essential
property in a pen is the ink filled chamber with the socket and tip and not the cover which is
made up of metal or brass or wood. The essence gives purpose which is called "Essentialism". So
obviously, existence precedes essence which means man exists first and it is up to him to add

essence in his life.

Existentialism also stresses to find the purpose of life. But the reality to be pondered is
that, the purpose differs in each and every individual's life. Each one's purpose varies according

to their dreams. According to existentialism there is neither good nor evil. No one can judge

page |379 Copyright © 2019 Authors
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ure and is not compelled 10 follow social

means that person who acts according 10 his original nat

restrictions.” (S.P. Chaube and Akilesh119).

Most imporlunﬂy, it is the arbitrary - act (hat existentialism (indg mosl

y trics (0 impose or demand that

Objccliom\b\c-ﬂml is, when gomeonc of gociet

their beliefs, vatues, Of rules be faithfully accepted and obeyed. [ixistentialists

believe this destroys individualism and makes a person pecome whatever the

people in power desire thus they are dehumanized and reduced 10 being an object.

Existentialism then stresses that 2 person's judgement is the determining factor for

what is to be believed rather than by arbitrary religious OF secular world values."

(All About Philosophy)-

In the novel The Puppet, though the leader wants 10 follow his heart by following

nomadi ; . R . . . L et ;
dism, the conspirators 11 the tribe impose their deas into him insistin him to abandon the

tional nomadism. This is what occurs 1 the current society: A man who 1ives according 0

his free will is imposed stereotypical thought by the society and his individualism is destroyed

and is dehumanized. Man, instead of enjoying his freedom and instead of exposing his creative

thoughts is almost jailed into 2 formulaic, routine life.

Jean Paul Sartre says that man is condemned t0 be free and because he i thrown into the

earth he is responsible for each and everything he does. According t0 the existentialists, whatever

man enters the world he is responsible for the things happening in

the situation may be, once 2

matters. The path @ man chooses is based on his character. In The

: is baffled t0 make 2 choice whether {0 support the gold transactions

is even devastated 10 learn that his supporters are hording gold. He is
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destiny which is the reality. It is truc that God exists. But i a person makes wrong choices God

cannot help it. It is then of no use to blame fate.

In the
novel The Puppet, the leader Aghulli is tried to be manipulated by the conspirators

to start busines
S tr: i 3 ;
ansaction with gold. The conspirators tried to control the thoughts of the lcader

by speakin

o 53).11}:? fate. "it has been a fatal mistake from the start to forbid transactions in gold."

the leader has th:lou]d have been a fatal mistake if he had allowed it. But unfortunately, though

it o I.)O"Ner he is assassinated for not allowing~ business transactions. Rather than

.and N s 1t.1s the carelessness of Aghulli, the leafier. He is an Aristotelian tragic hero

o aw is 'Careless Nature'. Despite knowing about the cunning strategies of the
pirators, he did not take any effort to abolish them or to destroy their plot. This in turn

plucks away his life.

In the fam
ous Greek mythology, Helen of Troy or Helen of Sparta is said to be the most

beautiful w i i .
oman in the world. She married the King Menelaus of Sparta. She was kidnapped by

Prin i s -
ce Paris of Troy which is the reason of the Trojan War. The Prince knew that the kidnapping

process would lead the country into destruction. Still he made the wrong choice because of the

love he had for the beautiful woman. The choice and decision he took in a minute hid his face

from the consequences he and his people would face in the future.

Likewise in the Bible also, Adam and Eve took a wrong choice to consume the apple

inking about the repercussion they would face for the sin.

d by the serpent without even th
ous phrase, "To beornotto b
s captivated by the apple whereas

provide
e". They had a choice "to eat

re in a state of Hamlet's fam

They we
making a right choice. Eve wa

or not to eat". But they failed in
Adam was captivated by the female charm.
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